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Virgil Scudder, Editor

Scudders Celebrate 
Revolutionary Legacy 

T
he autumn weather was perfect, the fall foliage
spectacular, and the tours fascinating at the 

Scudder Association Foundation's annual meeting and 
reunion in the Trenton, NJ, area October 18-20. 

Thirty Scudders attended, coming from such distant 
points as Massachusetts and Hawaii and such in­
between spots as Arizona, Chicago, and Washington, D.C. 
They enjoyed great food and drink, wonderful conversa­
tions with Scudder cousins, visits to historic sites with 
Scudder connections, and great insights on our family's 
important role in the Revolutionary War. 

The tour started at Washington Crossing Historical Park 
in Pennsylvania where General George Washington, his 
2,400 troops, artillery, and horses crossed the ice-choked 
Delaware River enroute to his success at the first battle 
of Trenton, a turning point in the War for Independence. 

President Sue Swanson told the group that Scudders 
played a significant role in the patriots' success on 

Christmas night and the following morning in 1776. 
The boats which carried the men, cannon and horses 

were gathered and hidden by our Scudder relatives. The 
soldiers, many barefoot and freezing in summer clothes, 
were sheltered in Scudder farms in New Jersey, and 
Scudders were among the guides that led the American 
troops along back trails to surprise and defeat the 
Hessian troops in Trenton. 

After crossing the Scudder Falls Bridge to New Jersey, 
the group visited the Old Barracks in Trenton, the scene 
of Washington's successful attack on 1,500 Hessian 
mercenaries, and got a vivid demonstration of "war 1776-
style" from battle re-enactors in the courtyard. 

Saturday evening brought the annual meeting over 
excellent dinner choices at the elegant River House at 
Odette's in New Hope, PA. The weekend ended with a 
well-attended informal breakfast at our headquarters 
hotel on Sunday morning. 

All in all, it was very much a weekend to remember . 
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Brrr. It's Cold Up Here ... 
And Down There 

W
here does a shivering Connecticut resi­
dent go for a good winter vacation? 

South, of course. That's what SAF secretary and 
board member Clive Conner did last January. 
Way, way south. To Antarctica, to be exact. 

Having previously visited the bone-chilling 
climes of the Arctic and Greenland, Antarctica 
was next on her bucket list. Said Clive, "I'd zoz 
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been to the top of the world; now I wanted to 
see the bottom." 

The 4,000-mile trip covered three weeks. 

Among the things she saw was the largest 
iceberg in the world. It's the size of Rhode 
Island. She also saw large (whales and 
others) and small wildlife numbering in the 
millions, including over half a million penguins 
on the shores of one bay. 

It was an exciting trip for Clive. But she 
came back with a warning. Clive wrote that 
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